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Program
(Please hold applause until the end of each section

and turn off all electronic devices that could disrupt the concert.)

Lecture:
"Deeper Symbolism and Meaning behind Bluebeard’s Castle"

Intermission

Bluebeard’s Castle Béla Bartok
(1881-1945)
James Bobick as Bluebeard
Holly Banfield as Judith
Callee Murray, Lydia Bushman, and Ariel Brown as Wives
Jeffrey Price, piano

Synopsis

Bluebeard takes Judith, his new wife, to his castle. The castle is dark; there are no
lights or windows, and the castle walls are weeping wet with water. Judith notices 7
locked doors. She is desperate to change the castle ambiance and demands to open
the doors. Bluebeard is reluctant to, but one by one, he gives her the key to each
one. In each of the first five rooms, strangely, Judith finds two things, regardless
of what else is actually in that room: blood and light. In the sixth room she finds
a lake of tears. Bluebeard refuses to answer her questions about the blood and the
tears in the different rooms. Judith concludes from Bluebeard’s lack of response
and the evidence in the rooms that the village rumors must be true and the blood
and tears must have come from his former wives. She confronts Bluebeard about
the truth and demands the 7th key where she believes his dead wives exist. When
she opens the 7th door, she discovers the wives, but they are not dead. They are
alive, mute, and immortal Goddesses of beauty. Bluebeard then confesses that
their blood feeds his castle, and now Judith must join them. Judith resists at first
but inevitably succumbs to her fate and enters the 7th room, trapped forever in
silent, isolated, immortality. The castle darkens and Bluebeard is left alone.
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